
IMvtae origin and sanction, and that to conserve, extend

Md |>er|K<tLut< K IS ¦ Christian luty. Tha proposal has

0vau fce«i mads, and publicly adrooated in jonslsteaey
with lliI* sentiment. to reopoa the African stars tra lo,
which (be whole civilised world.aud none

more emphatically thau our own c .unlry.has
stigmatised ae piracy. Ihoee are, to be sure,
extreme views, but are they not the agencies which
work the mischief? Fanaticism ia the lire which ouce

. kindled burns vi»u luiow not where or what. tinthiui-
w is a noble quality of generous pedigree. Km.uicism
has always in it an olement of malignity.a spirit that
would do harm to its object, that would Hit its Uau 1,
that would sharpen its tongue In wrath, that would bits
and devour. Is nut tin- spirit always born of misappre¬
hension, prejudice and bate? If Sir Walter Rsleigu 'ound
it so difficult to arrive at the exact truth of facts occur¬

ring in his own yard, w hat may truth expect whoa every
hour is full of a malign "pint, excited loan Inflammable
and almost explosive pitch? The consequence has ben

that tiiit extremes on eithor w tug have understood each
other well and hated ouch other heartily, anil the great
body lying between, on both sides, through misappre¬
hension, have not understood each other. Win-n at length
the subject became involved w ith political legislation,
then a thousand other forces come in to intensify the
feeling, until legislative acts themselves partook of the

prevalent sentiment on cither side, increasing the exas¬

peration. The real caase, I believe, which male
the fugitive Slave law so obnoxious to tho
Northern mind wua that they interpreted it as

Intended to humiliate%scn, while the |ieopieof tlie South

put the same interjection upon Northern Liberty
bills. It is the aiiim'if, whatever ingenuity may have

been in the letter, the expression being understood to be

one of insult, rebuke and defiance. And so it is that the

Creatmassof the nation, innocent of any evil designs,
ave become involved in perils .hat threaten the wuole

domain. Tho question now I- whether it is possible for

this matter to be lifted out from the regions of listemper
into the oourt of reason. Our power is not so much in

legislation, convention.- and discussions, for 1 beli.tve it

bus long been a nationtl evil to legislate too nrich. I be¬
lieve there are questions of law that should be referred
to the highest legal authority of the country. It is a

token of good tbat already at the North there is a dispo-
tiou to look at whatever may have been adjudged in its

spirit anil tulent to bo contrary to faith and law. If there
should be such a return to a reasonable fraternal spirit
and temper, by which the great mass of the people shall
be convinced ihat uothing is intended and nothing will be

tolerated which is not right, fear will give plaoe to hope,
and apprehension to |«uoo. How is this subject present¬
ed in the New Testament? Christ and his Apostles lived
under ltoman despotism. IHd they ever made a direct
assault upon that tremendous Power? Did th.-y ever

excite to insurrection? Never. Christ said, "Ren¬
der unto Cmsar the things that are Cesar's," and 1'aul
counselled his cotomporaries to be obedient and loyal,
and recognized it himself by appealing iu his own per¬
son to itsjurisdiction. Rut aro we then to infer that Chris¬

tianity sanctions despotism, aud aims to perpetuate and
extend it? Never. Why, then, does ihe New Testament
make no direct assault upon that ancient despotism? lh>
you say it would hire doue no goo# Then you ad¬
mit that there is such a thiut: as a wise Christian expedi¬
ency. So I believe. Would you know what slavery w xg

in apostolic tunes? Tacitus describes it, aud he was a

eotemporary of 1'aul. There is no mistaking Paul's
words Those who arc under Hi" yoke.slave*.are in¬

structed in their relativo duties, whilo no assault is made,
no attempt to sever that relation. What then? Must no

refer to this as a relation that Christianity sanctions, con¬

serves and perpetuates as one ot our own benign, paior-
nal institutions? By no means. The epistle to I'liilemoo
has been handed down to us as part of the inspired ca¬

non, aud I always Had it hard to read tbat epistle, so

full of Christian gentleness and courtesy, without a

moistened eye. What, then, is to be done? We of the
North must cease from all vituperation and angry re¬

proach. We must not think of our Southern brethren as

oppressors or barbarians, nor vilify nor taunt them, nor

goad l!i.'in as if they were sinners above ali others. Had
vre been born iti t'oe sam'i circumMtaiicus as tlieru-elves,
there is no reason to suppose that we should hivebeen
more humane, or kind or Wise than they? Wo mast

acknowledge tliat am< ng them, p-rsona ly oounectsd with
this relation, are some of tne ln'?t specimens of philan¬
thropy and religion that the world can furnish. On the
Other hand, wo say lo our brethren of the South.Von
must not take giound which is uutonable. Standing by
overy right which is insured to you by tho constitution,
you must not force us to join with you a new issue. Vo i

must not give resurrection to q lestions which have long
«» been considered settled by the civilized world. And
ifthe solomn trump of ih« census instructs you as to the
rertainty of prospective changes, you must meet that
fact as an appointment not ot man. You must not for¬
swear reason. You must not put the torch to that e dittos
which we occupy and hold in common, and which we

and our children and our children's children claim
to be of such incomparable and Ineffable advan¬

tages. Partisanship must be merged iu patriot¬
ism. Providence is guiding to this result. Sec¬

tionalism must give way to intense love for the
whole counti v. Tin. whole "country Is our country. There
Is no wrong that can be Inflicted on one part that mutt
not be suffered by all the rest. We have, then, a real in¬
terest in anything that concern." any part of our confede¬
racy If revoluiion is to overwhelm us, there must be
some imperative necessity lor it. Does that exist to-day?
How would you dt line it? What is the wrong that forces
us to such a necessity? {inferences of opinion? Wh/,
men may live under ^.institutional law with sentiments
the most diverse. Thore is a ti lbuual to which those dif¬
ferences may be referred. Revolution for what? Tam¬
per, passion cannot displace law. Royolurionl What
memories are associated in our mln>ls with that word. It
w»s only l.-st weok that *he last survivor of th» battle of
Bunker Ilill died. Surely it cannot be possible that within
this short space of time the-e should In any quarter even

be thought of another revolution (for what good who can

imagine?) against the very constitut. >n that then was

framed Is our Union to prove only a rope ol sind? As
the later Athenian orators were wont to sh >ut iu their
assemblages,"Marathon, Marathon," so will we rspeat the
tuunes of the rreal men of the past and of the b ittlsilelds
wboM- uami b have come down to us as a common heritage.
And more than all we will call aloud on the name of our
common God, beseeching him not to glvs ui up to re¬

proach. And should It prove that a Are Is kindled that
may not be quenched, still wo will not let go our hold on

the horns of tho altar, but will pray that we may keep
a conscience void of oQence, so that in any and every ex¬

tremity we may have that sor.nitv that sp- mgs from con¬

fidence in Supreme direction and blessing, believing that
the day of evil will soon pass away. We will remember
and obey tho command, '-come my people enter thou into
thy chamber and shut thy door about thee, bids Hiys¦.if
for a little moment, till tins indignation be past." Prayer
and faith will win there blessing After the storm
behold the bow in tho clouds and bnghtness gathering in
tho heavoas.

THE REV. DR. BELLOWS.

All Baali' (Unitarian) Church, Fourth
A

A Urge congregation w.v proeent t»l the services hold

yesterday momiog in All SxiU, Unitarian church, in

frourth avenue, or wlch the Her I>r. Henry \\. Bellows
is pastor. In hia opening prayer the reverend get.tloman
carneatly appealed tc (Sod that He might order all eventa
for the welfare of the country; thut he would be pleased
to .spread Ilia wings across the land and enclose within
one embrace all its separate member!), that our people
would be saved from the perils of civil war, aud hatred
the humiliation of defeat in the even of all the nations of
the world. We hud rejoiced In the honest pride of our

hearts that the print tple» of Justice and humanity ware

prevailing here as they Lever hud prevailed before In tho

progress of the race U was not in acltliih vanity that we

thus extolled our nation, even in the presence of the

1/ord, but because of those glorious principle, th >se im
mortal hope* inaugurated In our institutions. lie blwsod
Cod for the trials of our civilization, for th< advantages
of our Common constitution and for the Union of the
States. And now in the height of our prosperity, when
the nations of the earth were looking with hope and con

fldence to us for an example in the midst of their
struggle*, when humanity raised her hea.l and thought
.be was about to be emancipated from Wuorancc and
oppression, wo arc threatened with the defeat of every
hope, with the loos of every blessing He prayed that
¦o sucn calamity would befall th. country that in every
nectlon the pride of local ambition would be removed;
that the Preelderit of the Culled State* would have wis¬
dom and strength to perform the dutiea imposed by the
nol<-mn oath of hlx office and the exigencies of the nation;
that IX* ine wisdom w ould preside over the councils of
Congress, and that no portion of our people would cons!,
der another their enemies, but that ws all would bo a

united brotherhood. As all calamities flowed from a dis¬
regard of the plan* and precepts of Ood, he prayed that
th* lord would lead tis to know His will and give ua

Strength to perform it, that He would blea* both the mas¬

ter anu the slave, and In His own times and ways deliver
the land from the stain and disgrace of slavery.

After the singing of a hymn given out by the U«v. Dr.
Osgood, Or. Bmxiiwn proceeded tedeliver his di>< ourse on
the rrlais of our national disease. The text was found in

Bevrialionh, grll., 14:.
Theee shall make war with the Lamb, and the Lam'i ah til

Qveny.inr ih'm. for He is the lord of L>nt» and King of
Stiff uf"* Vh*' lt"kl *ra wllh hlm »r«' oalled and clio< n and

These words, he aatd, fitly describe the eternal ©on
¦let going oe in th* wurtd b *twe >n the falee principiosIne organned sins, the political errors and mistake o
our common humanity, and tli» <>ternal laws of Ood andhie Christ rhe truth Is always ,-i,arged with creatingthe TWNN that opp>»e* .s prugrsee- -while, really, It U

y.^b !!" *.hT ** w",f ^ mLkt^r war-butWho la deetined by U«d to overcome and roiivert himAt this moment our tnstttutiona, in thstrientimatan.il
ration, are the lamb on whom error and uri.i.g ,n,t
ranee are making war; and It remain* to ho ««*.., wi, *k ,.

now, m always before, th lamb shall over. ome it,.mIf our country be Christ's true heritage, in a. *,tUnc it
He is assailed, and in that case we have nothing to f .vr
for Ho la lx>rd of Lorils and King of Kings, an 1 th>>y thai
are with Him are oalled and ohnsen and faithful.
We hare come together. Christian brethren. In aha

dlsnce to the proolam ition of the President of th-v- Cm
ted States, backed br the proclamation of tho Q >\ jrnor
Of Now York, to fulttl thj duties of a .lay of spocisl h unit
iation, fasting and prayer, in view of the distracted an t
perilous condition of o iro >uuiry A proper resp -ct for th
rsoommt ndatMsis of our rulers oblige us to Join our fel
low citiiens In the religious observance ef tin* day If
.Illationbeforet*>d >nd prayer to the PtvinA MiJetj
nad Fatherhood, are always la season; fasting, a' a reli
.kins service, never.aud particularly net m h >n »i| our
todily vigor and endurance m*t> so shortly b<- required to
aieet the enemies of our national exlst«noe. lint it w > 1,1
he (rose bynocHsv in me toieive it to be loferr.-d thit I
*nre any of the feeling* or opinions, p illtlcsi ST relisleus,
ghith are avows.: mi the call for this spe inl fast.
As proclamation of th' President assumes that ou*
nrmnl dlfloultln and perils are the re" .it of t

cin! w i< kerinesfc on the |>art of the people at lar*e.of
M mi' recent guilt in our conduct at> en ix-mis.that wt>
hare suddenly fallen under the high displeasure of the
Alm'ghty, and that nothing but confession of guilt aud
iuipioratious for mercj can produce that Interposition
trom His holy hand, without which we are inevitably
ruined. I believe, on the contrary, that our pretat diffl-
CUltlOE and perils grow out of the awakening virtue and
inertMing humanity of the people at large; that a stronger
and more efficient desire to keep the IHviue cjininsail-
mente.to fullll the precepts and realize iho spirit of the
(ioepel.is the moving cause of the agnation and conflict
which thieaUHiB the stability of our Union. I see no
evidence of any Iilvine displeasure In the oommotion
which rocks our government; nor do I bellere that vague
confessions of a guilt we do not foel, and formal prayers
for an Interposition we do not oxpect, are likely to pro-
duet anything but the ordinary fruit# of hypocrisjv
The cans" ot our present agitation and insecurity, as it
Las been the cause of all the political trials and grief* of
our whole history as a nation, U the anomalous existence
iu a republican anj democratic government.based on re-

spcct for human rights, political equality, universal
representation, free speech, public discussion, general
enllghtenmeut and progressive reform.of an institution
for maintaining and perpetuating the bondage of one vast
l>Oitiuu of the human family.an institution upholding
nnd btrungtboning, in the freest country in the world, the
most abject and mercenary system of domestic slavery.
exactly contradicting every principle and suutimeut In
our Declaration of Independence, aod reversing in its
spirit, operation and tendencies, the theory, objects and
working of our constitution aud our national inspiration.
Whatever necessities, acrldeuts or antecedents planted

slavery in the uation.however innocent and pardonable
its heirs and present victims may bo (and 1 do not wish
to s|K-ak hard of them).its own oss 'ntial character is
not changed, nor its anomalous position and influence
altered It remains what it alw lya was and always m ist
|>e, an abuse of the natural righto of man, a denial of real
and proper humanity to beings in the human form, astato
of war upon its subjects which brute force and nearly ab¬
solute |>ower can alone render auooesaftil.and of irre-
s]ionsible, corrupting and debilitating Influence on the
dominant nice who uphold it. Slavery Is not a new thing
in the world; its nature and effects are not opnn quae
tions. It has proved the ruin of all the ancient aud mo¬
dern States that liavo > lelded to its seducing temptations,
until Us quality and couaequi ncea are stamped by the
historic, the political, the social, the religious experience
aud wisdom of the wide world with fixed, decisive and
unalterable abhorrence.
And here is this instituted outrage upon Gol and mm:

upon the spirit of Christianity and the ethics an 1 political
hist incta or the Nineteenth century planted in th> capi¬
tal of American liberty; bee >ms the fouudttion or tirtoen
sovereign States of this Union; wi'.'iding the authority of
our Senate, the chief solicitude of the head of the govern¬
ment, and menacing the downiail of our nationality, if
tho majority ot the American people do not disown thoir
disgust, retract their reprobation and pronounce property
In man not a local nnd legal Action, but a national fact
and the fundamental and pcrmancut article of our politi¬
cal creed.

In a nation founded on tl»e suppose I intelligence of tho
people, the diffusion of intelligence hai beoom?, under
tbio condition of things, tho worst injury one part of the
country can commit against tho olhor; in u nation where
labor wad to be honored as nowhore else in tho world, ;ia
the noccssary corroliary of universal equality, it his
been degraded u.u> a menial an.l servile necessity iu a

land of free speech and free discu?si m; the safety of our
Institutions is endangered by the utterance of tho veriest
commonplaces of political thought, and the tirst principles
of Christianity, and no crimo is so groat a* humanity and
justice. The noble system of government which invites
into the free Mates of this Union almost tho whole
emigidiion of Europe is a high ofT.-nco against th.a
anomalous system of slavery in tho South. Our growth
in numbers, intelligence, equality; our progress and
morals, civilization and religion.nil, in short, that
wins to us the rcspect and admiration of the rest of the
world, only indicates the I'oar, the antipathy and tho
jealousy of the slave power. Our purest morals an-pro.
nounced fanaticism; our most olllcacious piety, infidelity;
our most civilized and enlightened communities, hot betls
of treason and error. We cannot exercise, develops and
enjoy the very principles, Ideas, rights and footings which
this free government was established to embody and
protect, without imperilling the lives and fortudfcs of our
fellow citizens in that portion of our country whose do¬
mestic institutions are bused on negro slavery. Our
press, if it meets and represents the honest feelings of
the civilized world, becomes a tirobrand at the South and
cannot be permitted to circulate there. Our most ac¬

ceptable and advanced literature is dangerous to the
l>eacc of that community. The most legitimate exercise
of our political rights is, as we are now soeiug, the high¬
est injury and most tutolurablo insult we can offer our
Southern countrymen.
How idle it is iu this stato of things to look for any

other causo of disaffection, agitation an 1 coaUict, than
the simple fact that tho natural and inevitable progress
of civilization on this continent is essentially threatening
to the barbatousinstitution of slavery, and that the only
real issue before the country and the world is this.Shall
modern civilization nnd froo institutions deny ihom-tolves
and lose their nnturo, or shall slavery accept it* dootn m
a temporary wid decaying institution, under the rightful
censi.ro or Christendom, and beneath the crushing foot of
human progress? In pronouncing this the re.d moral
isfue now open, 1 am far from saying or allowing that this
is tho political issue. There is not a handful of Northern
citizens who would consent, uu lor any temptations or

circumstances, to Interfere with tho existence of slavery
in the Htat s. It is ml party power or direct action <if
any sort, new or at any future lime, wlniA threatens
slavery. It is t imply ca dilution in its necessary prog re ;*

which is dooming it to ruin, as tho steidy
rising of the sun drives night away. You
will observe that 1 am bringing no charges against
slaveholder?.pronouncing no 'cutenco on Ihe n. rii >y
orj, for the most part, the innocent and helpless victims of
an hereditary system; aud tbair existing oplnlous ihe In¬
evitable opinions <>r men in ih lr circumstances. It is

against shivery itself, considered as a terrible social
wrong, and a frightful political orror, and an essential l.n
morality, thit 1 bring the accusation of betas the cause
ofullour national troubles. So far from blaming the
slaveholder is such, I li< Id him to be the most uufortu-
nate and pitiable of men.the Imperilled victim of it sys¬
tem which wrongs equally the boudsmrn on I their
masters. It Is the groatest of m'slakos to con
lound hatred of slavery with hatred for slave¬
holders. It is tho love of the slaveholder whifft
inspires our hatrc 1 for what Is ruining him, as

it is (JimI's love for sinners which animate* his
wrath against sin. There is no proper couCict be¬
tween ihe Northern freeman an I the slaveholder. They
have identical interests if they did but know it. It Isouiy
between our civ ilix.it ion aud the barbarous Institution of
slaver) that an Irrepressible enmity exists; and this en¬

mity is impersonal.lompttiblo with th'- m >st fratern it
and the most Christian felting towards our Southern
brethren. 1 know the tnorodulousness with which such

profession* ore received; ami 1 do not forget that .teris.a
lem cruritled Him who wept over It, while he condemned
Its blindness. But I believe that it will ouo day be
known to the South, as it is n-w know u to t;od an t tho
world, that it Is love ror min, white and black; love for
man, slaveholding or otherwise; love for mm, smith or
north of the Potomac, that create* the ever growing and
ever blessed hatred of slavery, which is the ue
ceesary accompaniment, in th.«o not blinded bv im-iu-
diuto interest, of the loveof liberty,or Christ, andoftloi
The real issue, then, Is an issue between th-* Christian
Civilization rec cnlzed by all th« rest of th civilix.sl
w'm'!|' J""1 " pernicious and wicked institution
called d<mcs'.ic slavery, upheld by a minority of oar
countrymen, in the fact* of the moral sentiments, an I pi
lltical convirti-jne, and Christian soruples of all m»n be
sl^s. As to the tliwil result of such an unequal c >utro
versy.a controversy of opin-on aud sentiment m -rely
not admitting of direct or political Interference, n<>r
aiming at any result which is not accomplished by moral
suasion and pvbllc opinion, but, nevertheless, aim <t with
tremendom powers of reason. justice, Christian truth an l
Divine will.there can be no difference of opinion outsi le
of the immediate domain of slavery, and there was, till
v<fy lately, little ditferene . of opinion even th «r«»' <h
the Qnal reeult, th . destruction oi siaveholdiug. with th j

Clad Consent of the slaveholder himself, no student of
islory, no philnsoph -r, no wise observer of the provl

dence ot (<od an doubt The Immediate aud practical
question for us is how It this to b« permitted to bring
Itself about (for I promise and <1 sire no setIon to p e
cipitate or ev<n interfere with Its self destroying etmr
gim/ with the least injury to uil enaoeroN.th« c >miry
the North, the South, the slaveholder, the »Ut,v_ , .&
piMsDlProv idontlal eircumstaucea aud d.»i»*.|iK»'. to
which tho nation is brouglit.
There are many of our best and wisest men who have

come to the ron -IwloA that the only possible ,

to us BOW is al salute and iinai separation b-t«
State* of the Union who, house sUvry for th«ir li s; ,u l
highest good ana the rest of the < onfe lerary. They l oak
that the public sentiment of the pollti ol raai .rity will
inevitably become mor<> and more Impatient «>f Iti'oou
Piwtty of the federal government with slavery, and that
the Southern States are Justified in thair fear* t tat their
pasitionwill thus become more and more umonort

apie what the slave power, as represented by its
most int'-lligent leaders, ap|>reiiends, is not the seizure

"t'CW'Svltuthmol pow r, or th eoaeti i-nt oi -.uy
legal measures bv th- free States, but th* dang rs to

il!7"..pr°" 'K,rom ,!m growth of their legal power,
and the exercise of tle ir con titntioiml rights, and the
em »xiim«iit in thoroughly orderly ways of their h >n. it
and conscientious < unlet...,, . They fetr the elf-cu
of the ronstitution and thel'n.on m their m »t le/itl-
ttiateo|*rat"«s And there ran not b« the am <11 >«t i.m
tioo, that without the least wish to interfere With s »verr
in tho States where it is esUllshod by law, and without
the smallest infringement oT the constitution, and art. r

H"' U,0"' complet# and (MTsintent fulfilment of tho K igi
t ve slave aw «nd ev.-ry othor eonstiluUonal obligation

fJ1"1-- rr",n ">« Ix'hUc opinion)
fn>m the example, from the contagious sympathy, from
the actual and irrepn-sslble moral reprobati<Hi of the free
rotates, and mwt of all from their prosperity and th'*ir
f.U^u"^,Uiy- P*" st,"lw ""de neceesnry at the s,»uih
to defend slavery from those IntluMoet. tamely, the ex
elusion of o«ir newspapers.the greater stringency of tsdic.*
regiiliitlons.a more a< tive je»fc><isy of allp< i\«t- opinsui
at home.-and a tyrannical espionage over all travellers,
will only Increase this danger by making the contrast be.
tween tho slave and the free States more offensive »ud
intolerable. Srtg.clo-is ami candid men at the *mth s*r
what they feel.that the necessary and inevitable p^i-
greas of civilisation in tho free St iteu is tho re.-ii peril of
slavery, ns It is the Inoxplabio off-nc . of the North. They
.ay, and say sagaciously, therefore, "Nomure mock coin
promises.no moro ImprActicablo engagements! si ivery
canaot live safely, comfortably, p^rminently, with free
discumion, froo thought, froo Institutions- cannot live
under tho name government, in short, which the .V>rin
glories in snd can alono endure. Let us p. icefully sopa

Wl" for,n ¦ ,}"'r republic, wham your
pownr and Inflnences cannot toocb us f irtlier.

undt r tholl* wilh .rm,' i"1' w" c"nnot ."J" longer live
a Souther*

" K *nJ thp Mm'' c »wtimtloo." li I were
niona ' * slaveholder, snd eiiterlalnt»l the out

.Tni JtoS.i'S "I "'-viable lu that state of soc, ty l
Tb« rrkhtfol nB«lI,W,!l,M b" Ul* gTO inJ 1 l^o.
HouthSfn ^,,in r»P of th.

by clrcuiiiHtaiue< tiiu.'. r»rmsn. nll) coma tt -d
of seo-ssion,

in*' Pistes pernaS'K'ntl;by circumatanees to slavery on Hie doctrl'is <shows how clearly they turn- with us In porethis government cannot go on tt.v»i ing -da. «wy an 1 lii>-rtyas twin children of the oon'tttution that either slaveryor liberty must be national./ed.either slaves in ist beuniversally recignised as proi>erly In the oramary s«nsecf that word, wHh afl the rirnts of prop riy.or an entirecheek most be pot to the xlerisi i of slavery anl lt^ultimate ex tin ten rec ;?. 1 a tb t» y at hope of Ihe r,«»neo. Tliat tli"jr donot expect th-; Brst to be (rant. I,

ed, aud that they we not disposed t>> submit to the se
ootid, to sufficiently proved by the (act that ihey demand
the right or peaceable aeceaoioo. Iheir leader* have
bean plotting it these twenty years an the only refuga
from the Intolerable pressure of the preponderant na¬
tional sentiment.
Why not then consent to what they mo neceouarily de

maodt We know In our hearts that they are justified in
their fears of Northern scatimont, ana that if they btay
in the Union they are in a Union wh<we legitimate aud
constitutional action henceforth will bt< and in jst be
damaging to slave property and perpotualiy favorable to

emancipation. Why not consent theu to ptciilc and ami¬
cable and just terms of separation f Are wo prepared to
hold them to the Union by the exercise of pjr;>otual
force? Are we prepared to enter into a state of ci pit
war In defence of a constitution which U hateful to Oftoon
States of the confederacy t

I sav no. When it Is proved that fifteen States of this
confederacy prefer slavery to tho constitution and Union
as It Is; when it is proved that ttioy agree
In thinking that they need new securities for tlioir Jo-
mest c institution, aud are not willing that the politi¬
cal majority, necessarily opposed to the least exten¬
sion of slavery, should govorn and shapo tho public poli¬
cy of the Dation; wheu it is proved that new coin-

promises are required by them to stay in the Union.
they ought to be permitted to go oat of it in poaco. They
should not be bribed to stay by concotjjiou* ou paper
which cannot be carried out. Thoy should not be so
duced by political trickery into new complications, des¬
tined to increase these difficulties Anything more tltn
the constitution as It is oannot honestly b < granted or

supported. It could uot be recreated, wore it to bo douo
over in a sh »pe even as favorable as it now is to the
slave power. But the people, In their revorenco for its
franvis and their respect for it* age, can be made, and
will bo l'ound, faithful to its letter and its spirit. Any¬
thing beyond it granted to tho slavo power, I fo.ir would
be a fraud on Southern credulity, because a political mis¬

representation of the actual aud grom'ing sontiinoat of
tho North and Northwest.
Standing on the const notion, unchanged, and I believe,

unchangeable, ready to fuldl all lis obligations, painful
as they arc, for the sake of union and peace; unwilling to
yield, however, an inch of constitutional right in favor of
a local Institution which we hold to b» a curse to its own

pe 'plo, a scandal to civilization, and an eyes >re to Chris¬
tendom.determined to concede nothing to thu threats or
the dehmicr.'S of slaveholder*.I declare unhesitatingly In
favor of allowing the slave States to secede, If they de¬
liberately , formally and unitedly prefer and desire to do
so. 1 admit no right of secession. I acknowledge no

theory of State sovereignties as coequal with or superior
to the national sovereignty of the people. It ia morcl.v a

question of expediency, of the least of two evils.separa¬
tion, or a long and Moody civil war. It is the numbers,
the extent, the power of the fifteen slave States.
If united among themselves.which makes it so

frightful an alternative to enter upon a civil war
or Indefinite extent aud inevitable and unspeakable hor¬
rors, In vindication of the federal Union* or to allow them
peaceably to retire. I consider separation the least of
the throe evils before us. First.War with the united
slave power.involving, as I believe it would, ruin to the
fouth.fr'ghtful insurrections, terrtblo slaughter of th
people and desolation of their property, with universal
emancipation as Its only blessing. Second.Further con¬
cessions to the principle of slavery, which I hold to b)
immoral, fatal to our national honor and character, ruin
ous to our prospects as a government, and to our duties
us custodians or modern aud Christian civilization on this
continent. Third.Peaceable Reparation, a serious blow
to our national pride and prosperity, but whie.h might end
after a shorter or longer experiment, in reunion on a ba¬
sis more favorable to liberty and right.
But now returnr. the question of faot. Are the fifteen

slave States united and deliberately in favor of secession?
If slavery cannot receive new guarantees, aro they.the
obligations of the constitution being punc ilioualy ful¬
filled.desirous of going out of the Union T 1 have very
serious doubts of thin. From the best of the information
I can obtain, nfost diligently nought, tho present moa-
stroi.s unanimity even in tho' Gulf States is artificial and
temporary.the results of misreprensentation, ignorance
and conspiracy among a few Interested and ambitious
political leaturs, who, for party purp< sos, bavo in tho
recent campaign alss?minated falsehoods which
have produced a conflagration, a y >pular feeling
utterly nncontrollabc by thoao who kindled it ; such
as that the President eleci would, on the
4ih of March, proclaim universal emancipation; '.hat tho
Vice President elect was a mulatto.(laughter).and
tlwt the victorious party u. the election Intended to vio¬
late the constitutional rights oif the sUvo States. A reign
of tor-ror evidently prevail* in South Carolina, whoro

scenes of the French revolution ore already
in forced loans, in the proscription of suspected

citizens aiid in the threatened confiscation of proportv to
Kay nothing of treasonable seizure of the federal structures

«vV» 8"
w / a!lB''lrmiB"d, a few doctr\nnaires of

the Calhoun school are aei/lDg the occasion of a sectional

ii i v 2 RtP"ll,lcal canvais to further certain lone-
cherish.-d scheme* of local Independence; if, playing
u|«n the ignorance and pa.'skins or the populace (the
to called menu whites, who, having nothing to lose
are the most intemperate and recklew material
in the South), they are really nullifying tho ac-
tual wishes and opinions of tho larger slaveholders,
tlioigft U> be conservative of necessity, an property al¬
ways is. whether In slaves or money.then this alleged
an.l seeming unanimity, even in the Gulf 8tales, is H0 aD.
peurance and a spectre, that will shortly be laij. I rud

POM it to bo a great mIntake to imaglue the present con-
tlict one betwocn slaveholders, considered ad representa-
.LV,'5/S?^S0Pertjr» *ud Nor"'ern sentiment I doubt uot
the 400 000 slaveholders or the South arc really the t-in

:rrf' lov""' t,l° lnlon ,n that whole country, aud
that it is the iimhltton and Jealousy ol those who for tiity
years have been using the peculiar institution as an eu
gmeor their political schemes, gradually making or the
nou siaveholdli g millions or tho South au J ignor.uit, in
(lamed and misguided constituency, who are r.-proHonted
in Congress by new men like Haminoud and Kuitt wlio
sre at the bottom ol this dreadful coosniraev if
moreover, as is thought by the wise, the lior-

r slave Kates are rnvoi ing the tlulr States only Tor the
purK<se of working sufficiently ou the fears and patri
ti»rtn« f »

.*. secure new and more favorable
terms tor slavery, then unflinching flrmn ss in tho North
will soon deveiope their ultimatum, and we shall kn iw

whether we have to deal w.th politicians. factions. sche
</ with a great and unite 1 p;eml.,

con\ meed of tho inexpediency or union with u* To this
great and united poople.when their wishes ror sepira
two are in proper an.l unmistakable Term iniio known. I
set. nothing to be said but, "Be H so! and bo the conse¬

quence* on your mistaken and deluded heads " But to

sM "ii!*1 'S? "che,1,er*. conspirators, or to indi¬
vidual Mates attempting v-ce-slon, or little coteries of

« mint, fT°'XTm'fH In ''."ar,i"K ' S|,c dignified, safe

but wf.h »T,hn n ?!"" "\ot,bni °l dealing with them

l nr,I ?, <. . ",0r."'V .nd r"rtv of the Moral go¬
vernment. Great revolutions must, In modem times, be

rrtf,r^erU' r<|vol,i,l",ls.,,u,c revolution® must be in-

ii J* .Y'T1**1 lf Puhmi is to be.I will not s v
dissolved.but Jlvlded. it must be done by mutual con
sent Biter comparison or views, and a formal expression
of the W 111 or the people on both s«d. a made known in

dXL« Witwrft£ " "p °»Pr»t*. wilfulness and

r?!n?i' w,tb""t r°rm 01 '«w, an.l lu unenusti
tntion.il ways, can never, ought never to he submit
ted to for there is something more than I'ni. n and
natality involved in such proeeo I mg .-namely

c,*wt*nc* * C'f'i society.the sanctity of go.'
.ment itseit. Tho.se who do not much value iho
Inion at the North value law and order; and they

P^rd U^'T r ,?""U'n 11 " » °ot l>e sup
"Ia* H 111 tho cormlci Of ulavcrv

jiloor wl,o bavo the ctaatod) of order and the inua
Usuiuce of fed< rnl aiithorilv on their consciences Many

$S£?S2?$L "T i" Wlb" where *'e
I leases when he mak s her wishes knonn In a nrooer

l'h l7h . ^ nl"rC " D"1 rf>!11','nl. C"«t HijAt It will
th.it th<« fed. ral authority of the nation hall he trsnnded'

despised bMnw a < ,,, n. .T* IM,',

man lu- a wat S .J*.. * ^ rlvllurtion gainst
liaro..,J,and bar

; r,,r,,) whej,

rout.la II.- -a.w , .
^ to'Al

r,|J 1^1?-J*** ' eteeullve l«. ot.lite

< « HM»' 5H22l2!^ !T' 17 »»*rlv <* "rfl,'r and

Mv"" |n"", (ho
" r> |n

rll.i h co^sertalors of all th i>-e

t"p j ff»r ()»« tim«* P'*pfT* Cf1r i-vry othor Am

tbr u
>. «be c-istiLi'

i ..«. .« ^. 7 n '* Thes- are dues

I,"I ***fV T,,h coM 91 .'"""I and trea

tioti-. of tlJ'rni.^n"*^"v,,ly.'hef.irethe see<mdary qm
25,^"*"" ". ."

let iin not malie a fa'se issue with our etaso<'rat.^l mh

c,iMr°r ,h' tsi
MaI «'»/,?! .

10 "'tr 1 trutX, to forte lltteen
Ma.stolh,. under a government they h,te b , ,
wi.l go to war to save oider aim Civilisation with .

rac M,n cons.drary. rabble, or ,«l|t«al parti Ti.7s.hJw
in iliPf.il and Ir^aaoDahlr wjith In b-nnL i«i* «>>

liaeV,r ."ul'd'fh^r :&a-n
.hat the, lire .nder a (onMllul.on and a., VVe.,,Tl
k*h ' enforcing the laws of die laud We ..re

a11 tl'ior»_>" wol,kl*nM'be^obeyandTtluit a'dIg'ntAe4'"d**
C Ji Al mcn. rvi,n H»Mith (Hrolin/I

I##* now nnxioiKlv exiH*ctinir pfflri«*nt i>.t r'

th^^m'^l'' genera! g"\ ernment? T.. assum- the wetitnw"
^ Inrt, '""T7, ,iri)*>p.ilar ty of the federal ,.Ts'
.

rf,M'|h<>n and sec.^(,.n I wIm Aoi
harshly hid|fe th«' Kx«ciiUre the I'nion "n.. . L
S|«onsil.i||t|M hs, poeiMon, the varied means T,

uZw ir^Influences brought to l.^r
P^ him, entitle him to our utmost cimritv

is^lhl, see in due time that ^Uc^L bJnV^J
and more patriotic than il appears Mm ik!I7» .? !* r

difference of opinion on one |>oint. TJie nai i^n.-H *e..r'errf>
ment must be not merely submlttnd to, but obevM Or

I'.? w" ? .".k' "volution indanarehi nnd in'» n«tL>
while shall be cutting each oth^r- thro^ k1! * l.'°
Somh tarolina. where anarrhv commenc^l ,i'ml"rndiM
at H .u-hington. where liberty will be buried In the h?Z?5

^ Up^ »""> <**«*!>

have been avoided. R ith such an anomalo,,. sfc-Zn,1^
Slavery iff the eonstitntion. a tremendous trUl ^f iu
strength and of the strength of the Union and IhTrovern
ment was inevitable. a.*>n.-r or later, ft ha- n.H ,n

hour trsis.«n. Ifweare not strong enough In our cnirinn
ta! principles to bold together up in theertffnsl eompaeH.
IT lite reoe.sl powr is Inherently too weak ror the -kite
powers.It is better to know It n.w better to abindon s
t nioti ablch will presently with Increased weight tall
rfpon our children . bsads ,nd destroy -ur sne.-iso.

L "Hi M,*r° I" "e Such weakness unUI it t*

^"1 'rOTW',,n",nl I" Wrenf in th* hearts
the Interest* of tbe y nut m.yor ty of the

p«-ople. The constitution ts strong enm,,'(i t. out
live Its t«e congenital dlsesse. he Cotofi l« trone
enough to N-ar even the tremendous straiu w try, >i it
W ws-t' nh- faith in th< roe- fvn» >, u,th

tbe right of politic*) majorities to exarciar ih-ur leg it
niate power, faith in th«' original vrtadom of our fathers.
faith id humanity: faith iu Christ a.id la God, to carry
u* triumphantly through this glorious but awful hour.
when the graiideat political structure the providence of
God ever allowed to be erected is to b« finally tu.stod by
oorthquako, tuid to prove, I doubt uot, that it rests on Uw |
rwk of agea, aud will onduro while timu shall last.
The Rev. Dr. UmHMU offered the closing prayer. He

prayed for bieaaings upou tho Preaid-int of the Onited
Btatee, upou the army aud navy, upon tho nation at largo
and u|«on all new titatos which were kuoekiug at tho door
for admission.
Another hymn was sung and the services were con¬

cluded with the beutdiction.

THE REV. DRS. SPRING AND HOGE.
Kev. Dr. Hprtng'a Oharch, (Prcibytorlsn,)

on Murray Hill, Fifth Avenue.
A very large and intelligent audience assembled yester¬

day morning at Rev. Dr. Spring'* church, to participate
in the exorcises announced for the oocasion. After the
usual opening services the Rev. Dr. Sr«m romarkod as

follows:.It Is with no ordinary feeling that we meet you
this solemn morning. We do not considor it an ordinary
occasion upon which we have assembled. Cod's Judg¬
ments are abroad In the land, and It becomns us with one
heart and voice to acknowledge Tils mighty power, llis
equitable administration, and to cast ourselves upon Ills
boundless mercy through Jeaus Christ. We oome to
plead for a land which la loved.a land which God
gave to our fitbers.a land which is sot apart
to bo eminently the theatre of llis redeeming mercy.a
land which should co-operate with him in
sending forth His Goepol to the euds of the
earth.* land which la blessed with the bounties
of His providence, and the riches of His
grace in the outpouring of his Holy Hplrit. Never has
tho American churoh, never has tho American people,
seen such a day as this. Therefore I say It Is with no

ordinary pleasure UuU we see such a multitude assembled
bore in the house of God to bemoan their own domestic,
their own social, tholr public sins, and to implore God's
mercy to turn his Judgments from us. Those who as¬
semble here to-day expecting to be amused by some

great political discourse wiU be utterly disappointed.
Wo havo no such wish in our heArta. No suoh language
shall fall from our own lips. We come to humble oar-
selves before God, to implore his groat morcy, to beg
him to vet before us our own sins and tho sins of tho
land, but without uttering one word, I trust, from any
of ottr lips of crimination or recrimination, or one tint
shall have tbe tendency to excite one uulwllowcd emo¬

tion of a party kind. Wo come, In one word, before the
Cod of Heaves to cast ourselves upon him and say to
him."We cannot go against this groat multitude of
Judgements; our hope is In Tliee;" and with something
like these thoughts I beg you to accompany mo while I
read the second chapter of tho Prophecy of Joel:.
The reverend speaker, after reading tho second chapter of

Joel and the ninth chapter of Daniel, commencing with
the fourth verse, proceeded to remark as follows:.We
have confidence, my frionds, in tho God of Hoaven and
the Ruler of tho Universe as a prayer hearing God. Never
has there been a period in the history of His church wh -n

His peoplo with, one heart and voice, bowed themselves
before Him, when He did not in somo way Interpose for
their deliverance. We know that His wise thoughts and
counsels shall stand. Wo do not come into His court to¬
day to dictate what measures He shall pursue, what shall
be the dispensations of Hia providence towards the land
which we love and which our fatheia loved. We havo
painful apprehensions and we have fresh hopes, aud
those hopes rest upon tho great fact that tho God of Hea¬
ven Is upon tho |throno. Human wisdom seema to be
turned Into folly ; human strength is weakness; human
combinations are a vain thing; but the God of Heaven
reigncth.that Cod who has the hearts of all uton in Hla
hands, to turn thorn as rivulets of water aro turned.that
God who woigUf. mountains His scales, and tho hills in
Hla balances, and tuketh the islands asa very little thing.
My brethren, who does nnt see how vain is the belpof
man at such an hour as this. That God who interposed
to deliver the Jews in so many periods of their history,
when it soemcd as though it were impossible to ward off
the blow, lives still. Do we realize it? Do we realize
that Cod exists and is upon His throne'.' He that
comoth to God must feel that He is, and more

than this, that Ho Is tho rewarder of them that dili¬
gently seek Him. We havo high interests far which we

seek him to day. We have personal interests involved
in tho great interests of this country. Wo have here
higher Intercuts than our own.vastly, unspeakably
higher. Cod is our refuge and our strength, our pre¬
sent help in the time of trouble. If I had time, I would
llko to road to you somo Instances of God's spevial inter¬
positions in answer to the prayers of his people, which
are recorded In IIIs Word,as demonstrations of that sweet
unparalleled truth that tho effectual forvout prayer of
the righteous man availeth much.
The reverend speaker closed his remarks by referring

to M voral instances h.< recorded in the Scriptures, where,
in answer to prayor, tho Divine Ruler hod iutorposod in
favor ol' his people.

ADPRK88 OF RKY. PR. BOOK.
The Rev. Dr. Hook (associate pastor with Rev. Dr.

Spring), In an tixcoedingly eloquent anil fervent manner,
addressed tho uudience as follows .

T feel It to bo a very solemn and awful thing on such a

day as thin to load either your thought* or your devo
tious. My ouly confidence in IbuH suggesting anything,
tn attempting to go before you to tho throne of grace id in
that good promise."tho spirit helpeth our imlrmities,
for when we know not what we should pray for us wu

ought, the Spirit himself tnaketh intercession for a* with
troenlnga that cam:ot bo uttered." May wo have Hi*
help this day. 1 shall strive to stand upon tho simple
ground of (iod's Wo-'ii: I would not lead your thoughts to¬
day for une moment to those bilter agitations of whirh
we hear loo much urd bfof which wo ire begning to feel
tho bad elfccts. These agitation, whether coming fiom
the North, or the Koutn,! do not renard as the groat
t.i.al cause of the calamities with which we are thre ueu
ed. (Jod may use them as his in.striim"ut*.he may hare
Instruments ol eviL Blind men. men full of passion, of
prl'ie nfdh.it..he may take uhh as the rod of his
wrath wherew ith to scourge this grout country. It W the
old use of Ncbuctiadn< zsar and the Assyrian. I fear, my
britbren, that the cause of God's frown which oomes
down upon the lund to-day iies deeper than thin, that it
Is a raiD-o which pervades almost e<|iially the North and
the South, the Kast and the West, and in which, whatever
be our political Kcntlmonts, we Uave all been guilty The
Scripture r«-|>eclally warns us against being lifted
up w ith pride Inst we f.»il Into the rondemnation of the
devil. 1 his was the cause of that proud dissension In
heaven.(Ik-union even among tho glorious spirits whi
hud R iihere around the thr tie of <!od. (<ue was lifted
up with pride, and he infused th.a fearful spirit Into
others, and thoy lell iMo ronden.uale* altogether. God
struck them down fiom his ih<iine; Uod dug out the
deep chambers o< hell, ond th'TO they are contined this
day under chains aiel darkness, waiting for the yet
heavier terrors of the final Judgment. And wj stand in
that danger. and our people have fallen again lntoth.it
snare We have been lifted hp with pride, and,G<*1
m<ans, It seems, to bring us down to the dust. I ne*d
not put in that qualifying phrase.it seems. Gol do.-a
moan to bring us down to the dust. We must come
down, tiol has decreed II.a decree of wrath aud ter¬
ror against man'* pride. no will abase them that
exalt themselves, and ob.blessed be his name.there
are two wa>* of OWlhl iMIlt the dust. Wo may
come down mcved by hW grace we m*y come dewn
even as our b.rd Jean Christ himself lav prostrate in
the dust and crv, "Thy arill b# done." Oh, hrothron,
then let us gather at the throne of God's grace, ami
btimble ourselves that he may exalt us If we choose
not for mir wh<>le laud, rhnose not this blessed alterna¬
tive of repentance, of voluntary humility before the
throne of <;od, then God hatha strong right arm. he
lutthahlgh hand, and he h-ith ten thousand thunders
within his grasp, sml be can send his great armies
sgalntus. I sjveaU of his thunders. If he begins the
controversy , he will «mt it He will find a way to bring
all men under tn bow down before Ills Infinite Throne
Wherein has our pride been specially manifested » I fear
that we have been proud nf the very goodness of our
God We have been proud of our m >si unexampled na
tional history, full, like the history of ancient' Israel, of
divine intei imaltkmF We have l>nea proud of the gr>Htt
Msteemen whim Q«d raised im in answer to the prayer
of an hnmbl", broken h -arte f, stricken people, who be¬
sought the throne of Uod, who hesrd them, helped them
and sent the spirit of wisdom to guide his people. We
have been proud of them. We have been proud of the
mighti land that he hath cleared In-fore us, which had
been the habitation of the wild beast and the savage and
which he had reserved to give ton persecuted, fleeing
piv>|>|p that here they might have freedom to worship
tiod Wo hare bwn proud of the rapidity of our growth,
proud of the conquest* of our arm*, proud of th» art* of
peace, proud of the dtrlne exuberance of Heaven a b.mn-
ty, that hulh nia.le tlio laud rich and fruitful. We have
tvon proud of that Union of fro- commonwealths that
Iwve made this mighty land Oh, how tin* ha* boon our

strength mid bo**t arid the IfeM* of our or*tor*. Wo
liave praised It In the ion* and tha dan ).*; we havs
praised our l"ni«-ri and our country in the Ito m« of t»od
and before political aMtemblagcn. We have praised It
with music. and the clarion and the cannon by Its th to¬
ilers. Patilotism may become a Mo when It cause* a man
to forget <;od. Thon It isiadeed a false patriotism. H >
simply lore of oou&try without iu highest and
beat element, and then It bec.omee blind farce,
{roud ami Heaven defy in*. Weslill call II ftatrlotism,
ut God call* it Idolatry. Thin pride bat had fearful man!

festatlon* snd fearful accompaniment*, ft ha* ranged us
to hrt-ak tin- table* of Ooi's ominandm -ntr We hum
bad other ^god? befi re the*. oh Iord!j|We hare bowed
ourselrro down to idols »bhlcb w«- bare made by our
own hjinds, which our own Intellect*, our own hearts
have formed anil reared. We hire taken the nam" of
the I/>rd our (i»d In rain, lilasphemy sounds erery-
whe<-e in the land. Who ran g« t«> hi* horn* evno nn->n
the Sabbath day without the liability thil hL* ear* sfitll
he smitten w <th those awful sounds of proranitr and
cursins that make the land re«d tin t«r th« tutnilty
thereof «nd provoke the Judgment of (M. How h»\n
our great m^n. our great *tate*men b"en guilty of t.'ii'f
How doe* It appear rrensometime" upon the lioor* Of mr
cv«Ri-ee»ti«*l nallef And how At we know thit the
prh ate life and the half public life rf t*sas men ai e made
'ilrv'11* bk these upuon* and !!. ivMI p* tvoking in
tMs UNmdfvl *¦ *j»-> of jiMHilt^ #nw*' *trpah'"

presses made also to t»em with profunityf w feirful
it is to aumii many of our greaUnt daily p 'P"*s «H our
housesV Soma of thorn wo dare not have Aore Wo
dart) not that our cbUiirw shall become accustomed th t*j
to read infidelity, atheism and sueoriug at luii melius
of our public prayer unless it suits a party purpose t >

praise them.sneering at the Go 1 of tho Puritans, an 1 at
plou* men aa hoping by their clamors to liuavun to
avert calamities. Wo know that such blafcphomy,
such daring blasphemy lilU m in/ or our

presses, and that they groan under th" weight of thorn,
and that thousands upon thousands of these ieaiful sheets
are scattering pestilence and death. Oh, not like the
leaves of life are these leaves! Like leaves of the tree < f
death ore they scattering] death wherever they go. And
thon God's holy day.how has this bnen dishonored? How
has the nation broken the Sabbath day? Why is it that
the land is never quietr Why is it that toil can never
coaauf Why is it that the hand of government is lifting
itself, and failing by night and by day, and through th"
sevtn days of iho week' Why lb it that the government
uiiiki s itself the great servant of sin. defying tho Lord
God of lleai eu, desecrating His Sabbaths every Sabbath
throughout the year? Oh, brethren, we may demand our

uutlls, we may be eager for the nows; but if we hsvo by
our own iniluence, whether th.it be positive or negative,
whether direct or indirect.if we have encouraged that
stat® of things that causes our Union to be a daring Sab¬
bath breaki r against God, saying wo will not remember
these Sabbaths to keep then* holy, this time is oar own:
we will use it to please our people; we will use it to All
our treasury; we will do our own work therein and
defy the Thunderer who stood upon Mount Sinai and ut¬
tered His command to the nations and to all time.if wo
have been thus guilty, then does it become us to bow
down before God and confess that Bis judgments aro
just, if Ills wrath strilfl away from us the Sabbaths and
turn every day into one of darkness, mourning and woe:
and it would be hut a visitatiou of His Justice upon national
guilt. Aw1, thus have we dishonored God himself, His
image, His name, and we carry our wickelnoss still fur¬
ther when w« dishonor God's representatives. I mean by
God's representative* the powers that he which are or¬
dained of God whether they be national, State, or only
family. The ptrent stands to bis child for the timo iu
the place of God, and he Is the representative of God,
and therefore, us h» is placed iu this tifth commandment,
the government vhus stands to the nation in tho place of
God, in some sens* the representative of Dh'ino authority;
ami yet, what is Vho utato of our country In regard to
this? W ho does not Vuow how parental obligations are oast
off.how they are s«orncd, and how our young men and
our children are taught, even sometimes by ministers of
tho Gospel, to rise up uo more in the presence of the gray
haired, nor bow down ta the authority of the parent.
They are taught befor« tlioy are old enough to oxurciso
sound reason to he makers, shapers of their own desti¬
nies. And then how feufnl is the dishonor that is con¬
tinually cast upon the great representatives of the go¬
vernment.the heads of cur government. I know tuat
in a free country like this, where freo principles and free
speccb are part of our glory, that the acts of tho highest
men in oflice may bet and must bo fairly criticised, lhoy
are all opcu to thu judgment of the people. Cut have wj
not iudulged in a prurient spirit of impudence, which
turns almost into blasphemy against God when we
catipo our press again and again to teem
with terms of scorn and ribaldry against the
great powers that be. We lack inference,and wo need this
lesson more than almost any other, and It is that wo
learn to revere what is high, what is sacred, what God
has established. These thought*, running thus through
the ttrst five commandments, haw all aihhatlon with each
other. When we aro filled with pride against God we aro
guilty of all these transgreesK'BS I shall not go over
the second table of the Lord. It iavory sum that ha that
hath broken the first cannot respect the second. And
hero, my friends, are fruitful cause*ljr the while judg¬
ment that hath come down upon us. We may read it In
ull history. Wo may read it ospecinl'y in those Divine
histories in which we are not left to tutnan influences as
to the cause of national decay and duntritction. We be
hold it everywhere. Meu aro filled with pride.they
make god* to this; they cast ofl' tht authority of tho
great God of heaven: they deny him in ten thousand
ways, and then their hands aro soon filed with violence
and hl'od. He that hates God has lost t)ie great central
spring of life. Love to God is tho only psnciple that can
bind men together. There is no union that is euro but
tho union that is in Christ. There is no cokstitutloa that
pan be an everlasting foundation but the Uulh of God's
Word and the obedience to liis command. There is no
government that can stand that does not iccoma a g >-
vernment owning the love of God and rondeiing homage
to him. There is no glory that shall tot utterly
wither and fall away, as the Ilowon of the
grass, but that glory which attache# itself
to the Word of God and to his infinte, un¬
exhausted love. This only shall live and abide
forever. And now, brethren, we stand in the awful
plight of responsible duty. Wo stand here asecnbling
as a Christian people under the proclamation of our "resi¬
dent, and there aro ten thousand atheists and scoihrs in
the laud who will look to the fruit of snch a day aithis.
1 have no hope iu our fasting.no hope in our prayng.
no hope In all this great and goodly assembly of thop ¦o-
pie, unless we lose all other desires in tho dosire for
God's glory. Patriotism l? gOOt, pein e is food, the pW-
perity oi Iroe institutions Is good, and tho desire for all
these is good, but there Is one desire that must rise higter
and to which these must bccome subordinate.a doalto
for God's glory.
TheKev. l>r. 1'i.rmm, of Allegany College, then ad

dress»d the audience. He paid that the subject of nut:"rial
sin.s was one of the profoundeat and the most Interesting
topics in divinity. National sins were of tr-o kiiiUs. They
were, first.Such as the nation by its lawrsor by its govern¬
ment established or patron v*d. See t;d.They were such
as by the general crirnlnality and personal behavior tho
nation committed against God. Thir nation had both classos
of thi6e sins. They bad legislated tho law of God out of
its proper place. One had already been alluded to.
legislation against the I.ord's day. "lhey were a nation
of covetous people. But aftor all, their lnrulta to the Son
of God was their greatest sib. Tho punishment of indi¬
viduals may be reserved ton very great cjfletit, If they
die in their sins, for tho eternal world. But nations do
not appear before God in eWnlty. The account with na¬
tions is Fettled in time. Ho had hope that God could Bay
that the iniquity of tho Americans was not yet full. Ho
had hope that he would show mercy; but his hopes were
almost gone.their sins had b i n so provoking, and their
treatment of the l/*rd Jesus Christ had been so insulting,
he knew not what wax preparing, lie hoped if they
knew any poor that they would remember them this fast
day. If they had nothing else lo oflTer, God would accept
the offering of a broken and contrite spirit.
The exercises wore then closed with singing, prayer by

Rev. Dr. Wilson and benediction by Rev. Dr. Spriug.

THE REV. THEODORE F. WHITE.

ChareIt of the Puritans (Congregational)*
Union Place, Corner of Fifteenth Street.
There wui a rather dim att< ndancc of tho members of

Dr. Cbeever'e chinch, In U c I'nioti .iqtinro couvcnticle, at
noon } eaterday, to hear the promised discourse from the
Ruv. Tbeo<!ore F. White, who has bccome somewhat celo-
brated by his recent ThauLt-giribg aortnon, and by the
rumor lhat ho to tho same clergyman who wag

dismissed fr: m n living In New Jersey for preach¬
ing extreme abolition doctrines. The reverend gentleman
is therefore considered by the Cheeveritea thoroughly or-
thodox en the slavery que ti< n, and an such fully equal
to lite ta.»k of fulminating revolutionary principles, until
the return of the chiefost of the apoetlea
The service* hegan with the singing of tho eighty

second pealm
Among the assemblies of the great
A greater Kuler take* His seat;
The t.od ol heaven, aa .Indue, survey*
Tligods on e.irtli and all th ir w*> s.

Why will yf, then. frame wicked laws?
« t why support the unrighteous cause*
When wtU ye oiiee 'lefetid the p<<or,
lliat sllineis vex the saints no more*
They knot* not, I,ord, nor will tho> know.
liark are the wa) 1 in which they go;
Tlielr name of e.rtlil) god to vain,
For they shall fali and <1 to like Hon
Artoe, oh, I/>rd: and let Thy sm

Hi* universal throne,
And rule the nation* w uh llis rod-
He is our Judge, 8hd He our God.

A portion of Scripture, from the *th cUptor of the
B><>k of the Prophet JoremUh, was then rwt and com-
ui r.teil on by the acting pastor.
The text of the day van tjik-n from th< 5Hth chapter

of the I'rophecy of Isaiah, tho Gtb to 8u Teraea inclu¬
sive ."Is it such a fast thst I hare rhoeetf A d.iy for a
man to alllict his soul? Is It to l.-ow d"WJ his head as a
bulrush, and to spriad sackcloth and athes under him*
Will thou call this a fast and an acceptable day
to the Lordf Is not ihis the fa»t that I h»ve
chosen* To lorse the bnmls of wickedness, to undo
the heavy burdens, and to l<-t the oppire**! go free, and
that yc break every yoke? Is it not to deal ihy bread to
the hungry, and that"thou bring the poor that are cast
out to thy bauaet W hen thou seest the naked that IkN
oorer him, and that thou hldo not thymlf from thine own
fle»h * Then *liail thy ligbt break lorth aa the mor.iiug,
and thy health shall spring forth speedily, and thy right
NMWN shall go bet ore thee: lb glory of the I x>r*t "liall
be thy reward." The pre*'net then proceeded to dis¬
course on the text as follows:.

In vif>« of the most momcntou* crista wnicb Dm orer
oorurred In the history of our nation, wa have bwn sum¬
moned by proclamation of the President, to observe Una
a* a day of fasting, humiliation on:! prayer, that (tod rn-iy
be pi. <V"«d to reinoia HI* Judgment* from us, and to Klve
ua deliverance from <xir praaeet dlatreaaea. That there
Is abundant rau*e for ouch an obaarrance. and m>ny *nd
weighty reason* why th« nation should thna humble
thrmorJvcrt before Ood.nogood, or »w.or lova] man ran
doubt. The (act* and event" which furnl*h thi nocivml
ty, are too many rihd lot flagrant to need any ntMMM
mi ni ion. Indeod, *o mlghtv arc they and so omnlproarnt
that ptwv mind la occupied with them. and all other
thing* have dwindled Into fomparatlve l»itfni(Vanco
Fri-n the fruit* whioh theae caii-<« hwilriat) produced
(to f>ay Mlto of the CMUM* lltHHiim), M(f tl)
grai>d>«t a^nttlranoo, while thnae whirl) are daily ex

jtected are of atlll greater moment The country I* la¬
boring under an immense (inane .al preaanre and a gene¬
ral stagnation of biialw"H, brought about, not ao much by
what tha Soothorn Wal<- h ire don* or evi do toward
auch a reault, a* by the natural and proper n Im-twice of
men to engafo In commercial enterpri-M-s while the na
tkmal affair* arc *o unsettled by the unreaaonable and
neadlep* panic (Indeed nlm«u all panics art (inn* »annable
and needb-xa) wliloh tiax neiced the public mind, find by
the dread of *tl1l greater d.sa.'-tar* before ua. The great
mut of the people of tha cotton flatiw are tilled
with an iiuirnsate rage at the citire-ia of the North,
are- seriously contemplating lh« dUaohiilon of the
Union, and the dcatrnonoo of the eoreri>tn<>nt,
ttubwH al] their allnged grievance* nre admitted and tb dr
demand* granted without regard to reason or juatlee,
and one Htate ha* already, by solemn act, derlared tha,
t'nlofi dia-i ired, and harseir n free, norerelgti and lade
pendent nation; while, beyond a doubt, if the tnn»t com-
p>e»e ccncvtalons and *utonlaato0 are n.»t mid»l rnrtitn
of her cotton raiting si*t«r* wM g » and do iikewiM).
Fnrthar, thH rebellion* K«M b ia nut bar*elf In an at
tltadc or defiance toward the r.-d-ral government f»V!*rt
ar'a of treaaon hare already been onmmltted by her citl-
*ene, and cMl war, with «'l It* horror*, mar ,»t air time
' t-^i upon the land. "Aid whit i* Mr morn *r n«u tliuv

all this, many of the oOcers and even chief minister* at
the administration are known to be in open or bat Ual*
ootnoaJed complicity with these traitors aud rebela, mm*
to be aiding aud abutting thorn by erery meauti in Uiotr
power, yea, even tbe dark aud horrible suspioion that
the chief Executive of the uaiiou is in sympathy wit*
and a partner in this rebel ion; aud treason lLa passed
iute a grave aud bertoua question with cului and 'diapM-
¦teaaao men, even among his political trends, and la r«at
reaching the bound* of probability if not of certaintf.Daily we hear of fork), located among the rebela a^d oa-
sential to the maintenance of United Stales sovereignty,
and garriaooed by hamlfula of loyal iueu,left uuproteclaa
aud without reinforcements, against the tnuat urgent re¬
monstrances of the muet loyal and diguided meintK-js of
the Uliiiiet, tbe army and the Oougreas; of arsenate
crowded with aims kutlerod to fall into the hands or tbe
insurgents, while forts and depoeitariea on loyal soil arc
being disarmed to till others which m.iy at any time be
reizod by rebel loicta; of ships-of-war allowed quietly ta
drop into their j>ot>suaaion, and of immeuse and astound¬
ing robberies 01 tbe treasury by high federal offioars.
Sui h are some of the startling fuels which are alarmingthe country to a aeu»o of impending danger and blood¬
shed, are culling, aa iu tones of thunder, for some de¬
cisive action, and are fust arousing the people to the aaed
of self protection. But it la only when wo look at tha
cause of thia surprising "Lute of thii.ga, and of theea
high handed and treasonable acts, that we can gat any¬thing like a true aud realizing conception of the state af
the country, and also of the propriety as well as the aa-
cessily of this day of fasting and prayer and humiliation.
his Ciuse, straoge as it may appear, is simply a ¦n-Htr

of priuciplo.* question of justico and ii^iustioe, of rignt
and wrong, ot freedom and oppression. That question is
ust this aud no more.Is human slavery right or wrong,
ust or uiijust, a blessing or a curse, a righteousness or a

i rimef line great section of our couutry declares that it
is right, just, bencllceut and Christian, and because it la
their interest demand that the right of property in man
should be guaranteed in every State anil Territory by tha
constitution and uct of (Congress, aud that every foot of tba
national domain should be opened to the diffusion of tba
system; while all tha rest of the nation with one voice
declare it to be a curse and crime, aud a disgrace to anycivilized or Christian people, and that not auother inoh
ol' territory should be polluted by its touch. And
thus the republic seems to stand at tbe vary-point of re¬
volution and disorganisation, and brought there by tha
"irrepressible ooullict" between human selfishness and
the truth of Cod. How strange is It to us, but bow
amazing will it seem to other generations to read on tha
pagu of history that the greatest, froeHt, most enlight¬
ened and Christian couutry of the world w.is, in the year
of our blcesod Redeemer. 1880, brought to the very verge
of ruin by the eflbit to engraft the horrid
system of human bondugo into tho constitution,tho laws, the whole policy of tho nation,
and to establish it with immutable guarantees
on every foot ot national territory t How fitting is it is
view of such a slate of things that all loyal aud Christian
nu n should humble themselves in sackcloth and ashes,should crowd the gates of the sanctuary and unite in
earnest prayer, In sincere repentance, and in seeking hia
guidance ana deliverance)' And If the Divine word, wniob
is our only rule of fauh and practice, contains any la.
structlor.s whereby wo can come acceptably before him,
or can throw any light upon our present condition and
duty, with what internet should wo turn to the light and
study those instructions. Just for this reason is it that
we have chosen tho words which form our text as tha
theme of our meditation, to-day, becauso they were spokoa
to Cod's ancient people iu circumstances strikingly simi¬
lar to our own, aud contain most clear aud perfect state-
mcnts of the meth><d in which Cod is pleased to have
men draw near to Him with fasting and prayer.
The reverend genticmau here reviowed the nature and

modes of lasts as practised by tho ancient Jews, and
showed that the iccusionof the fast alluded to by the
1 roplict was the sin and wickedness of Israel, aud their
violations of the luw of <iod. They hod become a nation
of gross idolaters, worshipping the Idols of all the
heathens round about. Ihcy had also degenerated luto a
lewd and impure people, and were guilty of the most
abominable lorms of licentiousness. Hut probably their
most heinous crime was oppression. That no such thing
as slavery, in tho full am; proper meaning of the word,
and ns it existed among other uatinns and now exists'a
the United states, was recognized by tho law or Moses,
lias been abundantly proved; but this did not prevent
their oppressiou. The regulations that existed between
servant and master under tho Jewish law were then
pointed out and explained, the preacher remarking on tha
great advantages which tho ancient system possessod
over the former.

This Is a brief exposition of the text as relating to tho
condition and couduct oi the Jews, and that It Is full of
the moat useitil instruction to us, and is specially appli¬
cable to our prescut condition, is very apparent. The
similarity between ourselves and Cod's ancient people
lias beet, uoied ever sinoe we had a being as a nuion.
Like them, wr woic pilgrims and strangers from a land
of botidpge, and wore led by !*rovMence to found a State
In a promis< d land. I.ike them, we were led of Cod and
sought an asylum where we might worship Him. Like
them, wo have been muet signally blessed In all temporal
things, and have become a great and mighty nation. Our
institutions, like theirs, have been fontded on the truth
aud the pure rcl'glon of it. and on us, as on them, a re¬
markable measure of spiritua' mercies have been ba¬
stewed, and of us, as of them, it has been true that as
long as wo kept the commands of Cod no weapon
that har. btcn formed against us has prospered. Like
them, too wo have been our owu worst enemies, and are
now buffering the righteous Judgments of Cod in conse
quenre of our depurtun a from Illmr Indeed, this sin of
covi toustiess is the great general din of the nation, and
Is the rutise or the occasion of almost erery other. The
tremendous curse and horrible crime of slavery is but
one of its fruits. Every man knows that slavery is «nly
sustained aud defcuded because it is profitable. In fact,
very slave cu our soil may be described as a human
Hicmlce bleeding on the altar of the ''almighty dollars "

And this fuct Is a mlgh'y one to determine who are tha
r-al slaveholdi rs iu this. We aro a nation of slave-
idders, Nor is the parallelism exhausted here, for we
are been exceedingly like them In the manner of onr

FimiDf and the kind of our offences. We have not. In¬
deed, bowed down to blocks and ston-n, nor is this at all
i sseotial to idolatry. The Chinese ana the Hindoo denjr
that they worth p idols as such, but the unseen deity
(hrutgh the idol. Hut our nation have shown themselves
i ea4y to abandon the true faith, though attended by the
meat overwhelming evidence, nnd surrender themselves
to almost every form of infldoiity, skepticism, supersti¬
tion, error, irreligion and delusion. The votaries of Mor-
montrm, spiritualism, I'ntversallsm, rationalism. Hwe-
denlxrgianiam, freeloveism, Kourierisro. Pantheism and
all the t thrr vagaries of the imagination, are the exvn
pies and the evlifer.ee. Tbe Word of Co I declares covet-
ousnecs to be idolatry, aud if so wo are, In sober earnest
nesi, a tiatr n of idolaters. It is no exaggeration to say
that the people of this land aro to a groator decree than
any other people the followers of Mammon. Ko nation
on earth, not even the indent Jews, hive ever been more
jfOTtrtiM by the love of W*ie> than our own, or mora
reacy t» mike every sacrifice'for In procurement, even
thesacriiice of every principle of tumor, of morality, of
humanity or of religion. The "nlmlgfcty dollar." a term
invent*d by our-olfcs, lias bee me the synonym tha
werld over lor the god m the American people. Nor w
auhau imputation august It is withm the gobareSi
founds of truth to say that If we were a nation of idol
worshippers, and had them fixed at the corners of our
«trcels, they would not receive ono-half the homage or
worship which is paid to the shrine of the dnliar, or to
add that n ere souls ate saerlliced annually in this
land to the molvck of Mamm >n, that are crushed
by the wbeela of every Juggernaut on earth,
or that would supply all the h cat"mb< of human
l>eings offered to every idol on the globe. I.iko
the Jews, too. we are a nation of liars
and deceivers. Falsehood and deceit are the rulo of
commerce, of spcculati >ti, and, above all, of politics. It
roa> be gravely dnot.i.-d If any form of chicanery, or In¬
trigue. or (ht'< ption, wnaevir invented which has not bean
prat tis» d by the government of this nation and its ag. nts
during the past four years, and, indeed, for very many
j ears. I.ike tho Jews, too, we are a nation of opprasso.-s.
The general progress of the race for age* in civilization
and enlightenment, the ameliorating Influences at work
In society, the vast r«-sources and the miid laws of our
country, ligefher with th" influence of religion on public
sentiment have abolished aomo forms of oppression and
softened the riper of others, so that we cannot be Mid ta
all resp«cts to be op|>ressors as the Jews were, or ma
many other nations are now. there la doubtless remain-
it g much grinding of the lace ol th>- poor and many veryhaish aid uuji.st exactions are made by tbwe who have
others m th"ir power. Much oppression, too, is caused
by wrong and arbitrary public oplnioa, and the power of
prescription and osttacism has not often be«n greater
than at jr< sent, and in this land. It i? b-yond quest ion,
too th;it nmn) nx stunp st and oppressive acts hare been
CMnmttled by the federal government, especial.y In their
b'.ilnl iaid InseiiMite crusade to force slave rnustituliuiM
on unwilling people. But sll thse are lost sight of and
Mi k into In ikOincsDce eompsred with the gig intic and
teir'ble and Heaven defying system of oppression and
bai arism and crime whlc.h la cursing the Ian I. destroy-
leg tho < li ments of our power, making our vert nttna to
stli.k In the nnstrlla of the whole cu ilized and even tho
semi bn.-barlan world, demoralizing the nation, pervert
lug publi'-sentiment, causing inlldehty, making a reproach
of the duspel, preventin« the spread of religion, pro¬
voking the »ruth of drawing down on us Ills most
fearful .lodgments, and bringing our nation to the vergo
of diss-lullon and destruction In thl« re«pect our ooo
ditioa is xtrtkingly simi'sr to that of tho Jews, exceptthat there is literally no compsrl«m between their guilt
and ours l^»t me not be understood as referring solely
to slaveholders and the people of the f'otithem States, and
a» n>'t.o<iurtDR mem ns monxler* ->f wick -dues*, while ws
of the North arc innocent aud free of responsibility. Ws
are tot met here today to make broiul cur phylai'torisa,
lo cloth'* ouraslvee in Hnlf-rightcousness. while we reb'iks
our neighbor and My, I urn holier than tho'i. Wo ars
nvt to fast and pray and humbla ourselves in view of a
o>mm<>n punishment, and a common crime, which is the
rau*-p of punishment. The day. the occasion, and the at¬
titude we (i* nme, are too solemn to permit any but ths
meat and sincerrst utterance*. Nor let me bf supposed
o «pe«k In t mu of exaggeration, or to misrepresent the

oin and orII which w» are rnnslderln? 1 rjx-Sk only ths
word* of truth and soberness when I say that wh>n wa
take Into tke account the light and knowledge and bless
Ing* et\toye1 by this people, there dor* not axial on th*
face of the earth, among any people, however harbarown '

and degraded, a system of cruelty nr oppression so out-
ageous so perfectly in conflict wlih every prlncl|«ls nf
.«, ¦ lminlll and rwllgtoa, eo compact. *o organic,nd adapted with *nch admirnMn skill nnd fiendish in
enuity to lit- horrid mission, aa American slavery, tts
nvmy and so unmitigated are it!> eiiormitlew that nn words
can be found whereby to name the system. Tbo
nearest approach to It is th« phrase of .loha
We<lcy. "'nte aum of all vlllantes." and th»
ia literal!) true Slavery in a synonym for rrarfcrime and "\bnee which evpr has or can be com¬
mitted by men It mean* robbery, tre.vherr, cruelly,tnallcc, man nt' nling. murder, rnpe. adultery, torture,brutality, piracy, Ihe h>mr* ^of the middle pvasige,child stealing, eeparMlon of hush md« and witch, b.»rb»r
lem, liealbenixm. the sale of vlrt'ie, the breeding of m«ntuid women for the auctkw block, and every other coo
cshraWc .< Nominallow. Yea, ft ia lntlr,tt«My rtvwo, it I* an
aggre*slt e system, It Citnnot I've except it diffuse naeit

.1 t',e the choion Of' the plague, |t oprea Ih from siatn ts
Ktate, from Territory to Territoiy, carrying potaon, dts
rase, misery and death in Its track, cursing every spot towhich It cmes. and even spreullng Its baneful infhionoafnr bcymd its border*. Ha spirit in the purest Incarna¬tion of ee!n«h»)c«ia this shie of the bottomless pit It isnecessarily an absoluts despotism, st war with all fr in-ftitii'iour, with all popular government, and with veryclement <.( Ihf-tj trti rfepartmrfci and otlU-jr of


